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hot weekends

SKI BREAK

FromMOUNTAIN festiwals to luxe CHALETS,
here’s ELLLE’s puck of cool places to spend a snowy weekend

THE LUXE LODGE
Alpine accommodation doesn't
getmuchmorelavishthanthis
beautifulchaletinthetiny village of
LeMiroir, nearVald'lsérein France.
Each ofthe sixbedroomshasa
fabulous bathroom; thelivingroom
hasamassive, hunting lodge-style
fireplace and French doorsopens

ontoamountain-view balcony.
Service, withwonderful food and
unlimited drinks, is exemplary.
Thenearestvillageisfiny, and
Valdiséreis 20 minutesaway,
butwithahottub (complete
withdiscolightsinthe garden,
achic, cabin-style roomforspa
freatments, champagne ontap
and1,000 DVDstowatch, you
won'tgetbored. There’salsoa
small, hidechgymandthe
offpiste guide canarrange

everything from hellskiing o snow-

shoeing andtailor-made runs.
ChaletMerio, LeMiroir, Vald'isére.
Enq0845 324 3521, chalefmerto.
eu. From £500ppforthree nights,
haltboard withall arinks, airport
fransfers and daily resortfransfers.
CityJetfor Air France fliesto
Genevafrom£80.90refumn. Eng
0870142 4343; airfrance.co.uk
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THE PARTY TRAIN
The Crient Express itis not, butwhat
fhe Snow Train lacksinglamour, it
makes upforinfun, Leaving Friday
evening from London’s StPancras,
ourfirstlegwasacivillsed wohours
onthe Eurostarto Paris, before
changing atGare du Nordforthe
rowdierovermightsouthbound
frain, which hasadisco carriage
Mostpassengersgetdrunkand
dance badly, whizzing through
Frenchvillagesinthe early hours
—probablytoreducetimeinthe
finy, six-berthcouchettes. | shared
withmy husband, two brothers
andtwomale friends, anditwas
lessthanfragrantcome &am, Sfill, if
youwantto getyourskiing party
started earty and maximise
slope-ime, thisisthe wayto doit
Rail Europe Snow Train costs from
£229 retum, including Eurostarand
aplaceinasix-berthcouchefteon
the ovemight Snow Train, stopping
atAlimela Plagne, Chambeéry,
Albentville, MoOtiers, Landryand
Bourg-StMaurice. Eng 0844 848
4071; raileurope.co.uk
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