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WINTER SPORT

Who says the
Skl season IS
over at Easter?
Not this year

With the holiday falling so early in the year,
there will still be lots of snow afterwards.
Enjoy it in La Plagne, says Minty Clinch

% g00n as Easter is
over, no matter how
early it falls, Earo-
peans stop skiing in
favour of sailing and
golf. This year Easter Sunday
15 o 23 March, about as early
as it gets, which leaves five
weeks of nelatively empty slopes
and long warm days before the
lifits close towards the end of
April. Bad mews for the resorts,
but excellent news for canny
Brits: if you want to get your-
self or your children on the
slopes in optimum conditions
at epd-of-season prices, 2008
offers exceptional cholce,
Alfter weels of gliftering sun-
shine in February, snow re-
turned over the past week and
much more may fall. No mat-
ter what the conditions, the
Late-late rule is go high, which
puts the limboed aneas at the head
of the Tarentaise valley near
the top of everyone's hit list.
The other requirement,
especially for family trips, isto
o close, Skiing is not the most

unchuttered of sports, so there |

is a lot to be said for easy lift
access. [ you'ne prepaned bo stay
in the middle of a large resort,
slreping on the slopes is the way
forward. If you prefer the
romanticism of a ham-
let, a chalet with on-demand
shurtlu:- services to the mowntain
is an attractive alternative.

In Tarentaise termes, La Magne
has always been the poor rela-
tion to Val d'Isére and Cour-
chevel. Built on economic
imperatives that are now 40 years
ald, it is ripe for reinvention.
Cheapo French sie-packs = two
sleeping in the master bedroom,
Twum‘:lunksinll'll:pisﬂg{'.l“u
in the living room - have no place
in Zlst-century holiday plans
And quite rightly so.

O the phus side, La Plagne has
lowser prices than more sophis-
ticated rivals, It has invested
in the huge lift system
q-quimdmlln]: its 10 oust by
ing parts to Plagne Cen-
tre, and it has slopes for

all levels. Ifmﬂmm:i:ﬁnsmﬂ"‘h&-
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La Plagne

WO TO GET THERE
Sncwdine (0844 557 106
srcwline ok offers. Summi
View iroem B455 e persin,
based on bwo sharing, seven
nights’ half board, fights and

trarsfers., Courses with
Cooygeane Oost £315 fior chl
e AUl £357 o fuabon
Moy T Frday, 9.3am
120, Ui TIent renial and
limited it passes. Chaket

ﬂmm

prise in what i5 seen as an inter-
mediate cruiser's paradise, try
the Couloir du Cairn on the north
gide of Bellecdte,

Ecological sensitivity is nota
concept that springs bo mind in
La Plagne, but although the plan-
neers will give permission for mew
hotels - historically in very shon
supply = they've shut up shop
on apartment blocks. Summit
View in Plagne Centre is exactly
what they see as the resort’s
fuiure. Two years ago, this low-
rise building overlooking the
pnursery slopes had 200 owners
time-sharing 40 rabbit hutches.
A I'I_'l,‘tl.'!.il[l'l. has created seven
spacious apartments, the

sleeping 12, modelled on the §

Aspen Lodge complex in Val

“wants to spend their holidaysin |
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the resort’s leading independ- [tap
ent ski school. The Snowline |
courses ane for children and adubt
with a maximum six in a group.
TheDe whostarted |
Oxygéne in Val d'Isére, have |
invested heavily in La Plagne’s
brave new world by seftingupa [
real-cstate company, a rental shop
and the ski school. Convenient
or what? “We love La Plagne,” |
said Julien, one of five brothers
and three sisters involved in the
farnily empire. “Like Monaco, it's |
ughy, bat it works" 1 npitic
Fair enough, but not everyone | entey rate of £
ple works out

N

d'Isére, an carier development fof

from VIP/Snowline, Summit [Am

View's new British owners.

As 60 per cent of La Plagne's | oper who bul L
| winter visitors are British, this %,

: unﬂirrb:p{m'lpriﬂuhﬂﬁmm- nre fusur
. line has added an Anglo-French it Views, wil

Y dimension toits operation by Pk

branding Summit with Oscoygiéne,
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deve gl.n.a.lly cheaper than Merlo at
ihis the end of the seasomn. It also has

the advantage of Aexibility in

i | | anapartment to be shared with
s strangers mther than find enough
mates to fill Merlo.

m- that guests can book rooms in |



